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‘l

American Embassy :
Caracas, Venezuela, April 8, 1941

Ho. 837

Subject: Colombian-Venezuelan Border Treafyc

‘The Honorable
The Secretary of State
Washington
Sirs - B

I have the honor to refer to my telegram No. 62 of

April 5, 1941 and to transmit herewith the tgxﬁ, as

published in Caracas newspapers, of the border tréaby Smg.QVdL §'

"’S'/_C// £ 1%el

signed at Guouta, Colombia, on -April 5, 1941 by the

 Ministers of Fbreigh Relatiéns of Colombia and Vénezuela,
as well as the published text'of the speeches made on
the same day by'the'Présidents of the two countries.

when they met .in ‘the middle of the Intérnational Bridge' ‘

at San Antonio, Venezuela.

President .
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Presidenﬁ Lopez Contreras waS»aocompanied to the

border by a 51zeable group of Government OfIlClalS ‘and

by the chleis of missions of the Bollvar;an nations at A

- Caracas, and from the day of his departure, Aprilk 2nd,
dntilvtoday the newspapers have devoted exteneive space
to the event.i As stated in the telegram above referred
to, April Sth was proclalmed a holiday and all Government
offices, banks and bu51ness.estebllshmente were closed.

Despite the importance attached to the event by the
.Govehnment,vahd the inhereht eignificence of peaceful
settlemeht of a century-olﬁ border problem at a time
when Germany!'s clamor.for."vital space” has caused such
a‘holocaust in Europe,,there’has been but little,commeht
in the newspapers or on the part of the public as to what
Venezuela may be obbtaining or giving up. . The Government
naturally'is pleased-thet this controversial matter is
at last concluded but the essence of pﬁblic reaction is
conflned almost wholly to a feellng of’ prlde that this
small,Republic has set a.further example of democracy,z
In addition to the en010sures‘mentioned above there

also are trensmitted herewith, as of possible future'in;'
terest! a set of issues of El Universal from April 4th‘

" %o Vth; inclusive. -

Respectfully yours,

Frank P. Corrigan

Enclosures~ '
‘l. Text of President Lopez
Contreras?! speech :

2. Text of Pres1dent Santos' speech,

3. Text of Colomolan-Venezuelan
Border Treaty.
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